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42 ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 

vegetation, niais paiivre. A partir de Kazala, on a pour oompagnon de route 
le Syr-Daria. Tantot en s'en rapprochant, tant6t en s'en eloignant, on suit 
sans la quitter la direction de cette riviere jusqu'au fort P^rovsky, sur une 
distance de plus de 400 verstes. 

"La marche d'uri chameau chargd est ordinairement de 4 h. 4J verstes a 
rheure; les intervalles des stations sont calculfe dans la steppe de fafon k co 
que I'on ne marche point pendant la grande chaleur, avant le crepuscule on se 
met en route et I'on fait une seule ^tape jusqu'k dix heures du matin. A cinq 
heures apres midi on repart de "nouveau, et a oiize heures on s'arrete pour 
passer la nuit. C'est ainsi que Ton fait des marches de plus de douze heures 
par jour et que Ton franchit k dos de chameau un espace qui n'est pas moins 
de 60 verstes. 

" Ce genre de monture n'est pas employe partout, mais k deux stations entre 
le Karaboutak et la forteresse Guralsky, et quelquefois, en cas de necessity, 
dans tout le Karakouma. Y compris les temps d'arret, on parcourt toute cette 
distance en six jours, et le septifeme au matin on arrive h, Kazala, d'ou Ton 
parvient en quatre jours au fort Perovsky. Du reste, les relais de poste sont 
depuis longtemps organist depuis Orsk jusqu'a Kazala ; ils sont entretenus 
par les Kirghiz, et si ces demiers ne sont pas encore familiarisfe avec le mode 
d'attelage russe, en revanche ils menent vite. Dans le Karakouma, ils so 
servent le plus souvent d'attelages de chevaux. 

"L'anci& gouvemeur-g^ndral d'Orenbourg, M. I'aide-de-camp gfoeral 
B^zack, a prescrit qu'a chaque station il y aurait un postilion russe pour 
familiariser plus promptement les Kirghiz avec Ic service russe des postes." 



6. Last Letter of Mr. Duncan McIntyee, Leader of the Lehhhardt 
Search Expedition, and an Account of his Death. 

(eommumcated by the Colokial OrriCE.) 

Subjoined is an extract from the last despatch of Mr. Mclntyre to his uncle, 
D. Campbell, Esq., and also a despatch from the second in command : — 

" Gregory Eivcr, 2nd May, 1866. 

" I wrote yoii about five weeks ago from the Gilliot Eiver, sending a lot of 
accounts and other papers connected with the expedition. The dromedaiies, 
horses, and men needed rest for a few weeks. I got another man, named 
McLeod, and two of the black boys Donald [Mclntyre, the explorer's brother], 
brought over with the cattle and seven horses. On the 2nd April I started in 
search of further traces of Leiclihardt, and also to call at the port to get some 
more rations. 

" Nothing of any consequence happened during the first week. We passed 
over splendid country all the way, until we entered the v.'atershed of the 
Leichhardt Eiver ; the country there became rough and stony. It took us 
nearly a week, going straight west, before we got to the main branch, which 
we crossed and kept west for one day more. The country then was all but 
impassable ; our horses not being shod could not stand it, so we had to turn 
eastward again to the main channel of the Leichhardt, which we followed 
down in three days, when we reached the settled, districts, Kennedy and 
McDonald being the farthest out on the Leichhardt. We still kept the river 
imtil we passed the next station, 40 miles lower down ; we then left it, and 
struck out north-west, and in about 50 miles arrived at T. G. McDonald's 
station on the Gregory. Here we were infonned of the unhealthiness of the 



ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 43 

climate, a man having died a few days before our arrival; his grave vifas quite 
close to the bit of a shed they called a hut. There being only two on the 
station, the survivor was unable to carry his unfortunate companion to any 
distance. We kept on down the river, and in due time arrived at what is 
called the township [Burketown] or port. The population was about sixty, 
forty-five or fifty being bad with the fever ; in fac^ people were sick every- 
where. I could not count ten able to do anything in the shape of work. I 
camped at a lagoon about a mile from the town [Burketown], thinking that 
I was away from all the sickness. There were two tents near us. Next morn- 
ing one of the men in the tents was dead ; and, on going up to the township 
to get the stores away, I was told two more had died that morning. I got my 
stores and started up here, 16 miles higher up. While putting them into order 
for packing on the horses, one of the black boys got the fever, and this morn- 
ing McLeod has it. Ths black boy, I think, will get over it ; but McLeod 
thinks it is all over with him. I am all ready, only waiting for the men to 
get well. I hope in a few days they will get better ; it does not last long, in a 
week one is either in one's grave or well again. 

" Before I came here there were about eighty in the town, sixty-six of whom 
were bad with fever. I am told that twenty-five are all that have died in the 
town, and they are making up cofiins for two more, who are past recovery. I 
hope I shall get away all right ; people are leaving by sea and land, as fast as 
they can. There are two stores ; flour, tea, and sugar in abundance, but of 
very bad quality — the flour we can hardly eat, as it is quite sour ; and there 
are two public-houses. The present site of the town is on a plain only a few 
feet above the level of the sea. 

" Perhaps there is something unusual in the atmosphere this season ; but the 
natives of the country appear to be all right. 

" We have met with no positive trace of Leichhardt yet ; but we have ascer- 
tained beyond a doubt that whites are now, or have been, among the blacks 
within the last ten years. There is a boy and a girl, from ten to twelve 
years of age, almost white, with light blue eyes and red hair; and in another 
tribe, a girl about fifteen years of age ; and in another a full-grown woman, 
perhaps eighteen years of age ; and there is a rumour of a white man being 
within a day's ride of this, among a strong tribe of about two hundred ; they 
are very fierce ; none of the settlers have come to any terms with them yet. 
They will come out on the open plain, and fight to the last. I have been 
after this supposed white man already. I was accompanied by the ofiicer in 
charge of the native police here ; he had two troopers with him, I had also a 
black boy. We saw between thirty and forty blacks ; but there was no sign 
of white men among them. We had to make prisoners of them all before they 
would allow us to see them properly. In order to have an interpreter, we took 
a young fellow with us to the police camp. He is now quite at home ; in three 
or four months he will be able to speak a little English, when, if not before, 
we shall learn all about how the half-castes came among the blacks. 

" The blacks are now all collected near the sea-coast between the Albert and 
Leichhardt rivers, with the white man or half-caste among them. They are 
said to be well armed, and give chase to all the whites that approach thero. 
This, of course, I do not believe. 

" I know they are mostly very bold, and stout able fellows. One of them 
nearly took the carbine from the ofiicer, when we were out the other day. 
They have no fear whatever of fire-arms. As soon an I can get away to- 
morrow, or next day, perhaps, I intend going to where the blacks are, and 
camp somewhere there, until I find out all about who the white man is, or 
whether he is only a half-caste; but I am sure there is something in it. 
However, I shall learn about it in a few days. I think the officer and native 
police will go with ine, as there is only myself and one black boy able to do 
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anything, and two are not enough to surround one hundred or more blacks, 
and disarm them, whereas five or six can do so without shooting any. 

" We were camped for nearly two months among 600 blacks at Cooper's 
Creek. They were at times very ti-oublesome, but we never had to shoot any, 
although they richly deserved it sometimes. We saw no blacks imtil we 
reached the tropics. We had no trouble with them. On this expedition we 
saw a good many, and traces of large tribes every day, especially at the head 
of the Leichhardt. We could get no information from any we saw, and had 
great trouble in getting near them ; but once up to them they always 
considered themselves pi'isoners ; I suppose from some custom among them- 
selves. They are canibals here and all the way up the east coast. I have 
seen no positive proof of their eating one another, but they have the same 
habits as those that are further eastward. I have had no time to examine 
many camps yet ; those which I have searched contained nothing but what all 
wild blacks have : no sign of iron or any metal in any shape. The head of 
the Leichhardt, and also the western branches of the Flinders Kiver, are a great 
harbour for blacks. They contain so many mountain passes, that a few 
natives could defend theni against a regiment of soldiers. Mountains perpen- 
dicular for 600 and 800 feet, in some places narrower above than below [the 
mountain passes]. Except in the beds of the watercourses the country is 
quite impassable for anything ; but a man without boots or shoes might, 
like a black fellow, get up one ravine and down another. 

" It requires one to be very cautious in travelling through a country of this 
description, to avoid being surprised by natives or having one's retreat cut off: 
one great advantage, however, [exists] in the abundance of permanent water 
everywhere, but feed is often scarce. Since leaving the depot camp on the 
Gilliot we have explored about 500 miles of new country, mostly along the 
northern face of the coast mountains. We passed over what, I have no doubt, 
will prove to be a rich gold field before long. We did not find any gold ; 
but from, the character of the country I have not the least doubt of its 
existence : should the search in this neighbourhood be unsuccessful we shall 
cross the coast range immediately, and continue the search on the southern or 
inland waters about south-west towards Swan Eiver. 

" Duncan M'Intyre." 

The letter is written in ink, the signature in pencil. It was evidently left 
uncompleted. The words in brackets have been added by Dr. Mueller. 



" The Hon. Secretaries, Ladies' Leichhardt Search Committee, Melbourne, 

Victoria, 

" Leichhardt Expedition, Camp, Kiver Gilliot, 
" Ladies, 7th June, 1866. 

" It is with feelings of the deepest sorrow that I beg to communicate to 
you the melancholy intelligence of the death of our leader, Mr. Duncan 
M'Intyre, which occurred on the morning of the 4th inst., at his brother's camp 
on the Eiver Gilliot. 

"I will endeavour, as clearly as I can, to narrate the circumstances 
immediately preceding and attending his death, feeling convinced that they 
will be of the most painful interest. 

" Mr. M'Intyre, accompanied by Archibald M'Leod and two black boys, left 
this camp on the 3rd April, and proceeded in a direction slightly to the 
northward of west to the Eiver Leichhardt. As he has since infonned me, after 
perfectly convincing himself that Leichhardt could not by any possible chance 
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have taken his party over the country he saw there, he travelled generally in 
a north direction, following the river down to 18° 56' s. lat. Hpre he left the 
Leichhardt and struck across for the Gregory on his way to the township on 
the Albert River, where he purposed buying horses and rations. He arrived 
at Mr. J. G. M'Donald's station on the Gregory on the 18th April. The next 
day, while following the river down, M'Leod, who was leading the horse which 
carried the rations, unluckily missed Mr. M'Intyre's track, and he and the black 
boys were in consequence without food of any sort excepting one ignana until 
they arrived at the Landsborough Eiver Company's station on Beau's Brook 
on the evening of the 20th. Near this station he camped till the 4th May, 
making such visits to the Albert River township, distant 16 miles, as business 
required. At this time a disease generally known there as " the fever " was 
raging in the township, and M'Leod and M'Loughlin, who entered the service 
of the expedition there, as well as the two black boys (one of whom has since 
died from its effects), were attacked by it. Mr. M'lntyre apparently escaped ; 
but he afterwards, on the 13th May, told me that on one occasion he had 
feared he had caught it, but was determined to, and did, shake it off. On the 
20th May we (I had in the mean time joined the party) arrived at the River 
Dugald, where Mr. M'lntyre resolved to leave us while he and one black boy 
proceeded to the Gilliot, distant 50 miles east from the former river, to bring 
tiie other portion of the expedition to us. Up to this time he had been by 
far the strongest man amongst us. Next morning he felt unwell, and 
attributed it to his having lain in the smoke which arose from a hollow damp 
log on the fire during the night. Next day he was still imwell ; but on 
Wednesday, 23rd May, he started for the Gilliot, intending to be back in about 
a week. I did not again see him alive. 

" The dromedaries, &c., arrived at the camp on the Dugald on the 29th May ; 
and by that opportunity Mr. M'lntyre forwarded me a note of instructions, 
infoiToing me therein that owing to extreme weakness he had been unable to 
reach the Gilliot on the same day he left us, but that he arrived there the 
next morning in a very exhausted state. He also said then (26th May) that 
he felt better, and hoped to rejoin us in a few days. 

Late in the evening of the 2nd June, I received a note from Mr. Donald 
M'lntyre, stating that his brother was very ill : and as he would not, in all 
probability, be able to start with the expedition for some weeks, I was 
instructed to return with the entire party to the Gilliot. 

" The 3rd June was occupied in mustering the horses and preparing for a 
start out, which we made the next morning. 

" On the 5th June, when about 26 miles from the Gilliot, I was met by a 
messenger bearing the sad tidings that our leader was no more. I of course, 
immediately pushed forward, arrived at the camp in the evening, and learnt 
that during the last two days of his life he had been speechless and without 
the slightest power of motion. Occasionally he suffered very severe pain, 
while at other times he was in comparative ease. At six o'clock on the 
morning of the 4th he gently breathed his last. He had expressed a wish, 
some days previous to his death, that I should read the funeral service over his 
remains ; and I need hardly assure you his desire was religiously respected. 
We buried him on the morning of the 6th June. 

" How severe was his disappointment at not being permitted to finish the great 
task he had undertaken few can imagine. Rumours which, although utterly 
groundless, had been widely spread, to the effect that he had accepted the post 
of leader of this expedition simply with a view to benefit himself and not to 
achieve its grand object, had reached his ears and had grieved him exceedingly. 
He had every confidence, however, that he would thoroughly succeed in the 
performance of his duty, and thus practically refute so base a scandal. On 
several occasions he mentioned this subject to me, and once added, ' It's no use 
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telling them they're wrong; I'll sliow them.' But this he has not been 
allowed to do. In his last letter of instructions to myself, which he had 
dictated to his brother, he said, ' all those who have travelled with me will be 
able to give evidence if I adhered to the terms of the agi-eement to really 
search for Leichhardt while a horse or a camel remained of the expedition.' 
That he did so, and would have continued to do so, none who knew him can 
doubt, 

" W. P. Slomak, Second in Command." 



7. , On, the result of Mr. McKirday's Exploration in search, of Lands 
suitable for SetUement in the neighbourhood of Adam Bay, in Northern 
Australia. Extract of a Despatch from Sir D. Daly, Governor of 
South Australia, to Lord Caknaevon, dated 27th September, 1866. 

(Communicated by the- Colonial OfFiCE.) 

" The arrival yesterday oY the schooner Beatrice from Adam Bay, with Master 
Howard, b.n., and the survey party, has furnished me with dates from that 
quarter to the 14th August. 

" Mr. McKinlay, with two of his exploring party, have also returned in 
the Beatrice. 

" No deaths had occurred in the settlement, and all were in good health ; 
but I regret to say that with the mention of these fortunate circumstances 
ends everything favourable that can be reported of the prospects of the Adam 
Bay Settlement, which I fear must be considered a complete failure. 

" Time does not permit my giving your Lordship full details of the causes 
of McKinlay's want of success, in the discovery of lands more suitable for 
settlement than Escape Cliffs. After having lived upon horse-flesh as long 
as that source of supply lasted, he constructed a kind of boat, partly with the 
horses' skins, in which he and his party managed with great difficulty to 
return by the coast to Adam Bay. 

"Mr. Howard's Report, of which I have the honour to enclose printed 
copies,* shall be accompanied by any further particulars that can be supplied 
by this mail ; but full details shall be transmitted by the next, by which 
time I shall likewise probably be able to inform your Lordship of the final 
intentions of my Government in regard to this first tmfortunate effort by the 
colony to settle the Far North. 

" At present the intention is to despatch a vessel immediately to bring back 
the remainder of the party with all their effects, and for the time, at least, to 
abandon all further efforts at settlement in that quarter." 

* Mr. Howard's Report will be printed in the Journal of the R.G.S. 



